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Dr. E. Arsenio Manuel.
[Photo from the Philippine Humanities Review. 1984]
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TIMELINE OF THE LIFE OF E. ARSENIO MANUEL

1909

1923
1927

1929

1932
1933

1935
1939
1940

1941

1942

Espiridion Arsenio Manuel is born on December 14 to Casimiro

R. Manuel and Vicenta Villarivera in Santo Domingo, Nueva
Ecija, the first of seven children.

Is 7th grade valedictorian.
Graduates from Manila East High School [now Victorino Mapa
High School].

Begins work as Student Assistant for the University of the
Philippines (UP) Department of Anthropology under Professor H.

Otley Beyer.

Begins work as Library Apprentice at the UP Main Library under
Gabriel A. Bernardo (is later promoted to Senior Bibliographic
Assistant and later still Curator of the Archives).

Marries Magdalena Avenir (June 4).
Begins biographical research for what will become the

Dictionary of Philippine Biography, with wife Magdalena, his
brother Lucio Manuel, and brother-in-law Antonio Avenir.

His first publication, “Additional Errors in ‘The Hero of the
Filipinos’ appears in Philippine Social Science Review.

Completes LLB at the University of Manila.
Publishes Felipe G. Calderon, his first book.

Following the model of Beyer’s Philippine Ethnographic Series,
begins assembling an ethnographic archive he calls the “Pasig
Papers”.

Japan invades and occupies the Philippines (December 8).

Sends his family to San Roque, Quezon Province, following the
Japanese Occupation; joins them a few days later.

Arrives in San Roque (January), settles in and begins fieldwork
into local culture and folklore.
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1944

1945

1948

1953

1954
1955

1956

1957

1958

1960

1962
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Returns to Manila with a brother-in-law for treatment for malaria
and to check on his library (February).

Finds work as Librarian, UP School of Law (June-December).
The Japanese occupation of the Philippines ends (July 5).
Works as Instructor of Tagalog Language and Literature at UP.

Publishes Chinese Elements in the Tagalog Language.

Begins graduate work towards an MA in Anthropology under
Beyer at the UP.

Presents papers on “An Inquiry into the Origin of Philippine
Languages” and “Evidence Relating to Chinese-Philippine
Linguistic Relation and Its Bearing on the Possible Dating of
Philippine Languages” at the Eighth Pacific Science Congress of
the Pacific Science Association and the Fourth Far-Eastern
Prehistory Congress.

Completes his MA thesis, “A Lexicographic Study of Tayabas
Tagalog” (published later in Diliman Review, 1973).

Completes the MA in Anthropology at UP.

Publishes the first volume of the Dictionary of Philippine
Biography.

Undertakes his first fieldwork stint, of many up to 1979, in Central
Mindanao.

Publishes his first recorded epic, Maiden of the Buhong Sky, in
Philippine Social Sciences and Humanities Review (published
again, with slight revisions, as a standalone book in 1958).
Co-founds the Philippine Folklore Society with a number of other
UP-based academics.

Begins PhD in Anthropology under Professor Fred Eggan at the
University of Chicago, as one of the first Filipino students in the
Philippine Studies Program.

At the invitation of Professor Richard Dorson, works as Visiting
Associate Professor of folklore at Indiana University.
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1963

1964

1965
1969

1970
1972

1973

1974

1975
1976

1979

1980

Returns to the Philippines from the USA (February); begins
fieldwork among the Manuvu’ for his PhD dissertation.

Publishes “Survey of Philippine Folk Epics” in Asian Folklore
Studies.

Completes “Guide to the Study of Philippine Folklore” for use in
his classes (published as a standalone book in 1985).

Publishes Philippine Folklore Bibliography.
Completes the PhD in Anthropology at the University of Chicago.

Contributes two essays for the seminal volume, Anthropology:
Range and Relevance, edited by Mario D. Zamora and Zeus
Salazar.

Publishes Agyu: The llianon Epic of Mindanao.

Publishes Dictionary of Philippine Biography, Vol. 2.

Publishes “A Lexicographic Study of Tayabas Tagalog” in Diliman
Review.

Receives UP Service Award.

Publishes Manuvu’ Social Organization (which began as his
doctoral dissertation).

Fire at the Manuel family home destroys much of his personal
library (October 17).

Publishes Tuwaang Attends a Wedding.

Formal retirement from UP Dept. of Anthropology, but continues
to teach.

Begins publishing short essays in Archipelago and other outlets
for a mass audience.

Publishes Toward an Inventory of Philippine Musical
Instruments.

Publishes fictional epic-type work in Filipino, “Ang Darangan ni

Pamulingan,” as part of volume mythologizing Marcos, Si
Malakas at Si Maganda.
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1984

1985
1986

1987
1989

1990

1991

1994
1995

1999
2000

2004
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Contributes short biographical essay and bibliography to a

Festschrift on his behalf published in Philippine Humanities
Review 1:3-4.

Publishes Guide to the Study of Philippine Folklore.

Publishes Dictionary of Philippine Biography, Vol. 3.

Establishment of the Presidential Commission on Culture and

Arts, precursor to the National Commission on Culture and Arts
(NCCA).

Attains the rank of Professor Emeritus.

Is awarded formal recognition as ‘Dean of Philippine

Anthropology’ [Katibayan ng Pagkilala bilang “Dekano ng
Antropolohiyang Pilipino”] by the Cultural Center of the
Philippines (CCP).

Is awarded formal recognition as ‘Father of Philippine Folklore’
[Katibayan ng Pagkilala bilang “Ama ng Pilipinong Folklor "] by
CCP.

Is given the Achievement Award in Social Sciences for 1990 by
National Research Council of the Philippines.

Recognized as “Social Scientist of 1991 by the Philippine Social
Science Council.

Publishes Documenting Philippineasian.

Recognized by Ugnayang Pang-Aghamtao (UGAT) through a
“Testimonial of Gratitude”.

Publishes A Treasury of Stories (with Gilda Cordero-Fernando).
Publishes Dictionary of Philippine Biography, Vol. 4.

Publishes Harvests of Songs, his final completed work.

Awarded the Dangal ng Haraya [Achievement Award] by the
National Commission for Culture and Arts.

Passes away on December 27, almost two weeks after his 94"
birthday.
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